FAQ for Introduction to Astronomy   2011-12	 	       			Theresa Wyman
	
What exactly are we going to cover in this class?
	This course is designed to introduce you to the field of astronomy.  The focus of the course will be the stars in the Universe and the various objects that make up the Solar System along with the instruments astronomers use to study them.  Course material will strengthen reading and study skills in the sciences.  Attention will be given to enhancing writing, math, graphing, technology, and lab skills developed in Science Concepts.  Units covered during the term will include:


Astronomers 		
Earth’s Motions
Telescopes and Spectroscopes
Stars and Galaxies
Sun and Solar System
Planets
Moon
Space Exploration 


What can I expect in class?
Generally there will be a combination of class discussions, lectures, demonstrations, laboratory investigations, and research projects.  This class will rely heavily on class discussions where preparation, focus, tolerance and open mindedness will be expected.

What will I need for class?
There is not a specific textbook for this course.  Sometimes we will be working from Earth Science by Tarbuck and Lutgens.
You will need to purchase a binder, loose-leaf paper, graph paper, metric ruler, colored pencils, pens and pencils.  A calculator may be helpful.

This is an elective…will we really have to work?
	Yes, but you can handle it.  Some homework will be given including:  reading, worksheets, text questions, research, and preparing for tests.  
	Daily assignments, many of the notes and some of the worksheets will be posted on the MPS website at: www.mpshome.com (go to student union, then assignments, then Wyman).  
	You are responsible for handing in assignments on the date they are due at the beginning of class.  It is your responsibility to seek me out if there are any questions concerning the assignment.  Late assignments will lose 25% of the total grade per day (not class).  No credit will be given once the assignment has been returned and/or reviewed by the class.  Any assignments not handed in with the rest of the class must be handed directly to me. No credit will be given for assignments left on my desk, slid under the door, etc. 
	If you are absent you are expected to see me the day you return to school to obtain the missed class material/new assignments and turn in assignments that are due.  If your absence causes you to miss a test, your parents are asked to inform the attendance secretary when calling the school that they are aware you are missing a test.  Make-up tests will be given after school within one week at my arrangement.  Please review the school policy on vacations as outlined in the handbook.  It will be very difficult to maintain a good grade if a vacation is taken during school time.









Will we be doing any labs?
	Yes, we will be doing some lab activities ranging from some basic demonstrations of properties of water to some water quality testing in the field.  There may be a class or two where we need to leave the school building.  I will give you the appropriate field trip forms to have you and your parents sign.
By the way, disregard for laboratory safety and protocol will be taken very seriously.

How will we be graded?
	Your success will be based on:  tests, quizzes, lab reports, homework assignments, research projects and class preparation.  The grading scale used can be found in the student handbook.  You will be expected to keep track of your grades so you may continually evaluate your progress.  Grade progress can be tracked on the new internet based grade book.  You need to keep your graded assignments (also keep copies of any computer work in your school folder).  The burden of proof lies with the student in any grade discrepancy.  A comprehensive final assessment will be given at the end of the year for those taking the yearlong class.

Are there any class rules?
	There is a great deal to learn this term and in order to get through it all, we have to have some guidelines.  We’ll use those explained in your handbook and in the laboratory safety contract.  

If I need help, when can I come in?
	Please, never hesitate to come in and ask me questions.  I am available daily before or after school for extra help.  

How can I or my parents get in touch with you?
	With the hectic lives we all seem to live, email has been a very useful means of communicating with parents and students.  I can be reached with any questions or concerns at twyman@mpslakers.com.  I can also be reached at 602-0839.








Welcome to Astronomy; we’re going to have a GREAT term!!














