
E N G L I S H 
 

Literature is news that stays new. - Ezra Pound 
           
The English curriculum provides a comprehensive program of studies in the areas of literature, vocabulary, grammar, 
composition, oral, and study skills.  Students will become proficient in expressing themselves through a wide variety of 
expository and creative writing assignments and speech activities.  Students will begin the study of literature with a genre 
approach as freshmen and continue their years of study through an acquaintance with and analysis of American, English, 
and world literature. The department strives to encompass the study of language and literature for both their creative and 
functional purposes. 
 
We provide our students with the literary skills not only to judge and evaluate what they have read and heard but also to 
help them broaden and deepen their personal experiences of literature.  We approach our students with a confident 
knowledge that great literature, traditional or contemporary, is always relevant,  is capable of expanding their vistas, helps 
them to build a scale of values by which they can tell the genuine from the spurious, and always speaks to them about the 
actual business of living well. 
 
Each student will take a freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior yearlong English course.  We encourage students to 
take additional electives for greater depth.  The English curriculum choice provides excellent background for college and 
for life. 
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FRESHMAN ENGLISH - COLLEGE PREP 
#101 Freshman 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
This is the foundation course for the student's high school English program.  Each will become proficient in the writing 
process, including expository, narrative, persuasive, and descriptive composition.  Students will observe the conventions 
of usage and form prescribed in Writers Inc. Knowledge of literary terminology will enable the student to make analytical 
outlines of the various genres: novel, short story, poetry, essay, and drama.  Oral language activities for freshmen will 
encompass general speech techniques, discussion, reporting, interviewing, and dramatic reading.  Systematic vocabulary 
study will enhance ability in oral and written expression.  Instruction and opportunity for practice will be provided in such 
fundamental academic areas as summarizing, note-taking, test taking, outlining, library use, and computer assisted 
research.  
 
FRESHMAN ENGLISH – MPS PRE-IB/HONORS 
#102 Freshman 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
The Freshman English Honors is an accelerated course of study which is the foundation for the studentôs high school 
English program.  Each student will become proficient in writing expository, narrative and descriptive paragraphs as well 
as proper thesis driven essays.  Knowledge of literary terminology will enable the student to analyze various genres: 
novel, short story, poetry, drama, and non-fiction works.  Oral language activities will encompass general speech 
techniques, discussion, and dramatic reading.  Systematic vocabulary and root study will enhance ability in oral and 
written expression and standardized test taking.  In connection with the Freshman study skills program, the student will 
receive instruction and opportunity for practice in such fundamental areas as summarizing, note-taking, test-taking, and 
outlining as well as research.   
 
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH - COLLEGE PREP 
#103 Sophomore 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
From the earliest tales shared around ancestral fires to current day novels, literature has been driven by the human 
search for identity and meaning. College Prep American Literature, a year-long sophomore level course, encourages 
students to embrace this search and explore lifeôs essential issues through the American literary tradition. Students will 
engage this unique tradition through its diverse perspectives and genres. Thematic emphasis is placed on the human 
experience in America, especially as it relates to the studentôs own life experience. Through instruction and active 
participation, students will continue to develop the skills needed for literary discussion, analysis, and comparison expected 
on this level of study. Systematic vocabulary and etymology study will complement the literary study. Research skills and 
techniques will be advanced and applied. In addition, students will develop and apply written and oral communication 
skills both individually and cooperatively. 
 
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH – MPS PRE-IB/HONORS 
#104 Sophomore 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
Spend a day with Henry David Thoreau at Walden Pond or perhaps visit Spoon River with Edgar Lee Masters. Honors 
American Literature, a year-long sophomore level course, is designed to acquaint the student with the works of major 
American authors from the period of 1500 to the present. Students will interact with high quality works of various genres 
that reflect the origins and development of an American literary tradition that is unique and diverse. Through a 
chronological approach, this tradition will be explored in the historical, cultural, and personal context of human experience 
in America. Relevant connections between the literature and the life of the student will be sought. Through instruction and 
active participation, students will develop the advanced skills needed for literary discussion, analysis, and comparison 
expected on this level of study. In addition, students will develop and apply written and oral communication skills both 
individually and cooperatively. An independent research project is required, as is fundamental utilization of computer 
technology for research/writing.  
 
  



JUNIOR ENGLISH - COLLEGE PREP 
#105 Junior 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
Warriors battle monsters, knights chop the heads off giants, a Scottish thane murders his king to usurp the throneéand 
all of this happens during term one alone!  British literature is rich with exciting and interesting stories that are sure to 
capture your interest.  This yearlong course will trace the origins and development of British literature along with the 
evolution of the English language.  Through our study, students will develop an appreciation of the principal English 
literary periods: Anglo-Saxon, Medieval, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, Romanticism, Victorian, etc. The students 
will practice critical and creative writing and complete one research paper in MLA format.  The English novel will be 
studied with special emphasis on theme, characterization, plot, point of view, and style, and Shakespearean tragedy and 
comedy will be compared and contrasted with an emphasis on the Aristotelian theory of the tragic hero.  The students will 
also continue their study of composition, critical thinking, the elements of literature, and vocabulary.  Fundamental 
utilization of computer technology for research and writing is required.  The major works studied by the junior college prep 
class include: Macbeth, Taming of the Shrew, and Animal Farm (or another work chosen by the teacher).    
 
JUNIOR ENGLISH - HONORS 
#106 Junior 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
What commonalities can we find among British literary heroes?  How do literary periods relate to each other? How can we 
explain the evolution of the English language from a series of unrecognizable symbols to the modern English we daily 
use?  These are only a few of the questions the yearlong Junior Honors English class explores.  And, of course, consider 
the intrigue and conflict that British literature has to offer: monsters, murder, scandal, loveé The study pattern for this 
course takes a period approach with an emphasis on form so that the students may achieve knowledge of the integration 
of form and content that marks fine literature.  They will begin with the study of Anglo-Saxon Beowulf, study the age of 
Chaucer, the Renaissance and Shakespeare, the pre-romantic and romantic eras, Victorian, and finally modern literature.  
They will also learn inductive and deductive methods of reasoning with an emphasis on critical thinking skills, practice 
many forms of analytical, critical, and creative writing, and prepare one major research paper in the MLA format and one 
other research paper third term.  Vocabulary study is approached systematically through categories and etymologies and 
fundamental utilization of computer technology for research/writing such as Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Internet is 
required.  The major works studied by the Junior Honors class include: Macbeth, Taming of the Shrew, Jane Eyre, and 
Animal Farm. 
 
SENIOR ENGLISH - COLLEGE PREP 
#107 Senior 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
This yearlong course in World Literature offers students an opportunity to look at ideas and topics that transcend national 
boundaries. Students will meet the great writers from Sophocles, Shakespeare, Golding and Hosseini to the unabridged 
literary works of authors that reflect the wonderful diversity of cultures that comprise our global community. Novels will be 
read, discussed, and analyzed. Students will practice the steps of the writing process, do research on the topics 
considered, and develop and apply written and oral communication skills both individually and cooperatively.  
Fundamental utilization of computer technology for research/writing is required.  Technological skills may include, but not 
be limited to, Microsoft Word, Power Point, and Internet.  
 
SENIOR ENGLISH - HONORS (HUMANITIES) 
#108 Senior 1.00 credit Yearlong 
 
Humanities, a yearlong interdisciplinary course which combines the subject areas of art, architecture, English, history, 
music, philosophy, and science, is regarded as the capstone experience for seniors enrolled.  This class is especially 
designed to prepare students for their first year of college classes, and the study and practice of the writing process is 
emphasized as a continuation of the junior honors year.  Students will study major historical periods such as the classical, 
medieval, renaissance, enlightenment, and modern age and become more aware of cultures different from their own.  
Students are expected to write literary analyses, short essays, and creative works; to read extensive, assigned materials, 
and to deliver oral presentations based on research.  Individual classes rely on student-initiated and teacher-designed 
activities, guest speakers, field trips, and collaborative learning groups. Fundamental utilization of computer technology for 
research/writing such as Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Internet is required.  The major works studied by the Honors 
Humanities class include:  Oedipus Rex, Lord of the Flies, and Hamlet. 
 
  



JUNIOR/SENIOR HUMANITIES - IB (TWO YEAR PROGRAM) 
#120 Junior, Senior  1.00 credit Yearlong   
 
This honors level class is designed as a pre-university course in literature, which follows the International Baccalaureate 
curriculum and requirements.  It is available for students who INTEND TO PURSUE AT LEAST A CERTIFICATE in IB.  
The selection process has the following requirements:   
1. Recommendation of a teacher for IB English,  2. A desire on the part of the student to explore literature on a deeper 
level,  3. An intention on the part of the student to improve his/her writing style through the use of insightful personal 
commentary writing using literary conventions  4.  An agreement on the part of the student to take the IB exam in English.   
 
A junior and senior curriculum are taught in alternate years.  This year the course will be based on works of British 
Literature followed by next yearôs curriculum in which a World Literature approach will be taken.  Both years of study will 
be assessed according to IB specifications with both internal and external grading done by the Humanities teacher and IB 
evaluators.  A strong emphasis on oral and written literary commentaries on the literature studied as opposed to only 
researching works of literature is one of the main differences between Honors and IB classes.  
A deposit on the IB exam fee is required for registration. 

ENGLISH ELECTIVES 

           
CREATIVE WRITING 
#119 Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior .66 credit Two term course   

 
Prerequisite: Teacher approval 
 
Creative writing is a two term course designed for the student interested in writing for fun and the student interested in 
writing as a career.  Throughout the course, students can study the forms of poetry, the short story, the children's story, 
advertising, the writing of memoirs/biographies and the one act play.  Students then write in these forms and send their 
works to contests and local and national publishers.  A project has begun within the class to write the stories of the MPS 
family with the goal of publishing a booklet each year which displays Mercyhurstôs uniqueness.  A process of interviewing, 
writing, editing and laying out oneôs work with graphics is required of each student.  The format of the class is informal and 
creative, but there are requirements to be fulfilled each term.  Students keep a daily journal, critique each other's works, 
and produce a substantial body of writing that is graded and enjoyed. 
 
JOURNALISM I 
#109 Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior 1.00 credit Yearlong  

   
  
Prerequisite:  Teacher approval for freshmen. 
 
This course is designed to help students develop a working understanding of newspaper production. Students will explore 
the nature of print journalism, its history, and its ethical implications. As staff members of Shorelines, the school 
newspaper, students will develop the practical skills essential to journalists: interviewing, writing, editing, and layout 
designing.  They will utilize current technology in production. 
 
JOURNALISM II 
#112-Term course Sophomore, Junior, Senior .33 credit  
#111-Two term course  .66 credit  
#110-Yearlong  1.00 credit  
 
Prerequisite: Journalism I 
 
This course is designed to allow journalism students to build on their knowledge and skills through continued practical 
application in the production of Shorelines, the school newspaper.  Students will refine the skills of copy writing, 
copyediting, and page designing using computer technology.  Class members will also develop cooperative skills in their 
roles as experienced newspaper staff members.  This course is being offered on one term, two term, and yearlong bases. 
 
  



“TELL THEM TO REMEMBER” – THE HOLOCAUST 
#039 Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior .33 credit Term course 
 
This course will enable students to develop an awareness of racism, stereotyping, and prejudice.  Students examine the 
consequences of apathy during the Holocaust, gain an appreciation of Jewish culture and understand the systematic, 
bureaucratic, genocidal plan of the ñFinal Solution.ò  Students will gain an appreciation of the many forms of resistance 
and relate the lessons of the Holocaust to contemporary world situations.  The course will also include information about 
the Nazi victimization of millions of non-Jews.  Students are expected to study and focus on the perpetrators, victims, and 
bystanders of the Holocaust, read weekly Case Studies in their text, maintain a journal, read and discuss two novels, and 
research an assigned topic. 
 
 
THE BEAT, THE BEATLES, AND WOODSTOCK 
#146 Sophomore, Junior, Senior  .33 credit Term course 
 
Prerequisite:  Freshman English 
 
The 1960s were a seminal moment in American life.  This term course will explore the beginnings of literary change and 
examine the antecedents of this important cultural shift through the study of Kerouac, Burroughs, Ferlinghetti, and others.  
We will also explore the poetry contained in the work of the Beatles, Simon and Garfunkel, and other groups, as well as 
dramatists and novelists who were important in this decade.  Students must be willing to do extensive reading and writing. 


