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Exchange students add diversity to MPS 
By Amanda DeBello 

Several foreign exchange stu-

dents have come to Mercyhurst Prep to 

learn a new culture, make new friends, 

and travel the world. This year MPS 

has a wide variety of cultures mixing 

with the local culture, including stu-

dents from Denmark, Mexico, Austria, 

Nigeria and Korea. All of the students 

have different perspectives of America 

and Mercyhurst Prep. The majority of 

the students found that coming to 

America and Mercyhurst was a very 

exciting and interesting experience, 

even though they miss their homes, 

friends, and families. Still, all the stu-

dents seem to have made new lifelong 

memories and friends. 

The students from South Korea 

are You-Ra Lee, Zee Hae Baek, Jin Sol 

Lee, SunYun Lee, and Jong Hwa Baek. 

Coming from Mexico are Andres Fitz-

maurice, Rommel Uribe, Jorge Fitz-

maurice, and Carlos Solis. From Nige-

ria is Mohammed Zakeri. Joining the 

community from Austria is Odinn Mel-

sted; from China is YiRan Ding. Also 

visiting for the first term was Mikkel 

Gullitsoe from Denmark. 

Jorge Fitzmaurice, Carlos Solis, Rommel Uribe, and Nazir Zakari relax in the cafeteria. 

Sophie and Daniel Baek grace the MPS halls. 

Not all the exchange students 

have school sports back home, such as 

students from schools in Korea, Den-

mark, China and Austria. Austrian ex-

change student Odinn Melsted said, 

�³�,�W�¶�V���D���Q�L�F�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�P���K�H�U�H���´��
Another nice change Odinn claimed 

was that Mercyhurst is more lenient 

than his old school, yet his school has 

no detentions. This school and Amer-

ica as a whole are very comforting to 

Odinn. He is not homesick. He ex-

�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���� �³�,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �,�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R��
�K�D�Y�H���K�H�U�H���´ 

Zee Hae (Sophie) Baek, a Ko-

rean exchange student, said what she 

likes better here than at her old school 

is that here you get to choose your 

classes. The majority of the exchange 

students claimed that school in Amer-

ica is easier than school in their coun-

tries, though classes here are a lot more 

�³�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���´�� �6�R�S�K�L�H�� �V�D�L�G���� �$�Q�R�W�K�H�U��
�Q�L�F�H�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �L�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�,�Q�� �.�R�U�H�D�� �W�K�H�U�H��
are many large apartments, but in Erie 

�W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���D�V���P�D�Q�\���V�R���\�R�X���F�D�Q���V�H�H���W�K�H��
�E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���V�N�\���´���6�R�S�K�L�H���V�D�L�G�� 

(continued on page 2) 

Mikkel Gullitsoe, a Danish 

exchange student, said America is dif-

ferent in many aspects, but also similar 

to Denmark. He did the same activities 

here on weekends as he does in Den-

mark, but just with different friends. In 

Denmark, they only have a total of ten 

years of school, including pre-school, 

�Z�K�L�F�K���0�L�N�N�H�O���V�D�L�G���L�V���³�F�R�R�O���´���2�Q�H���W�K�L�Q�J��
Mikkel definitely noticed about Amer-

�L�F�D�� �L�V���� �³�(�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �O�R�W�� �P�R�U�H�� �R�S�H�Q����
�S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���D�I�U�D�L�G���´ 

 Rommel Uribe, an exchange 

student from Mexico, said he loves the 

fact that America has many sports. 

�³�7�K�H���V�S�R�U�W�V���D�U�H���D�O�O���\�H�D�U���U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���0�H�[��
�L�F�R���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�U�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�� �K�H�U�H���´��
Rommel said.  Another difference is 

that classes in Mexico are all in the 

same classroom and they have seven 

�F�O�D�V�V�H�V�����2�Q�H���W�K�L�Q�J���5�R�P�P�H�O���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���V�K�\��
about saying was that America has 

�³�Y�L�H�M�D�V���E�X�H�Q�D�V�´��-- hot girls.  

 Mohammed (Nazir) Zakari, a 

Nigerian exchange student, said his 

�V�W�D�\�� �K�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�� �L�V�� �³�J�R�L�Q�J�� �Y�H�U�\��
�Z�H�O�O���´�� �7�K�R�X�J�K�� �1�D�]�L�U�� �L�V�� �V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W��


