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Late fall brings beautiful blue skies and brilliant leaves to 
our campus. As we watch the fall turn into the traditional 
seasons that foster family, celebrations, and thankfulness, 
I would like to share what I continue to be thankful for in 
our community.  

I am very happy to introduce you to Andrea Dworakowski Wallis ’02, our new 
alumni relations coordinator! Andrea is responsible for informing our alumni 
of what is happening at Mercyhurst Prep and encouraging alumni to be active 
members of our Laker community. We are interested in expanding our Laker 
Alumni Mentoring Program (LAMP) and helping students attracted to a particular 
job or skill connect with an MPS alum who works in that area or has experience 
with that skill. LAMP was a popular program prior to the COVID-19 shutdowns, so 
we are excited to reignite this program.  And, if you think Andrea’s name sounds 
familiar, you would be right! Andrea is the daughter of attendance secretary  
Paula Dworakowski (Mrs. D.). 

As I have navigated my new position at MPS, I have been thankful for the support 
that our school has from the Mercy Education System of the Americas. Mercy 
Education is the international organization that oversees all 55 of the Mercy schools 
and ensures that we stay united and in focus. Mercyhurst Prep is conducting a 
mission accountability self-study for the Mercy Education System this year. This 
self-study guides us through an examination of our practices, policies, actions, and 
visible signs and symbols. The purpose is to challenge us to reflect upon how well 
we meet our Mercy Catholic mission and then to come up with several goals of how 
we can do more or improve upon what we’re already doing. Our self-study report 
concludes in early January, and then a three-person team will visit Mercyhurst Prep 
in February for an on-site review. I was fortunate to recently serve on a mission 
accountability review team for a Mercy school in Louisville, KY, so I gained great 
insight into how this process works and how other Mercy schools are growing.

I continue to be thankful for and proud of our student body and staff. On 
September 23, our entire school celebrated Mercy Day with a day of service. Mercy 
Day commemorates the day Catherine McAuley opened the first House of Mercy 
on Baggot Street in Ireland, thus beginning the ministry and the community 
that eventually became the Sisters of Mercy.  This year, students, faculty, and 
staff traveled on 10 school buses to over 20 different sites around the Erie area 
to perform community service. We appreciate the nonprofit organizations who 
were willing to host our students, and many of them commented on how grateful 
they were for the help and how impressed they were with our students. It is our 
intention to continue this service work for years to come.

I am very excited about the many good things happening at Mercyhurst Prep, and 
I hope that you will continue to stay in touch with us and let us know about the 
important things happening in your life, too!  

In Mercy,

Joe Haas

Hello, Laker Family!

As you are reading this letter, the season has likely 
changed, and we are entering a period of thankfulness. 
I consider the numerous blessings bestowed upon me 
and my family and am grateful for so very much. Let us all 
reflect on our blessings and keep those who need in our 
prayers. I pray for our entire Mercyhurst Prep Community 

to embrace and remember the value of Mercy and remind you of the Mercy 
Charism Values that guided us through our years at MPS and into our future. 
Each value is interconnected and necessary as we take Mercy into the world: 
Compelled by Mercy, Educational Courage, Inspired by Faith, Principled 
Leadership, and a Voice for Dignity and Respect.

Just one, but a fantastic, example of this is the annual Thanksgiving Dinner 
that the MPS student body provides every year in downtown Erie. Free dinners 
to anyone who would like are served at Calamari’s Restaurant. MPS students 
prepare and serve thousands of meals that day, which takes much planning 
and advanced effort to pull it off on Thanksgiving Day. These students give up 
their time with family (and more importantly, sleeping in!) to serve those in 
need. It is an amazing example of collaboration among MPS students, alumni, 
and friends. Every year, I marvel at the dedication these students show for a 
beautiful cause.

Mark your calendar for the annual MPS Legends Gala. The date is April 22, 
2023, with more details to follow in the upcoming months. This is a wonderful 
event whose proceeds solely benefit the MPS scholarship fund. Moreover, the 
Alumni BOG chooses recipients of multiple awards presented that evening 
honoring alumni and friends of Mercyhurst Prep. We are eagerly accepting 
nominations now. Please find more information and applications on the 
website, mpslakers.com/alumni, or our Facebook page.

As many of you already know, Mercyhurst Prep holds a special place in my 
heart. As I begin my role as president, I invite you to come along with us for the 
exciting year we have ahead. Whether you attend an alumni event, come see 
a show at MPS, attend the golf outing, or return to the hill virtually, we hope to 
connect with each one of you. May you and your family remain in good health 
and keep the Laker spirit with you in your hearts until we meet again.

Sincerely,

Judy Zimmerman Rosatti ’80
President of the MPS Alumni BOG
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SPECIAL GRADUATION AWARDS

VALEDICTORIAN SALUTATORIAN MPS AWARD

MCAULEY AWARD  
BISHOP’S
EXCELLENCE AWARD  

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA CANDIDATES

Sarah BruggerBenjamin Kucharski Gabriella Hoke

Conor AmendolaRobert Mailliard Alexander Wojcik

Lexi Sapper, Sarah Brugger, Gabriella Piccirilli

2022 GRADUATES      ALUMNI& 
4

The Senior Baccalaureate Mass was held at Our Lady of Peace Church on June 1, 2022.

Mary Antalek DeBernardo ’86, Vincent 
DeBernardo ’22, Vincent DeBernardo ’86, 
and Emily DeBernardo ’14

Norah Dana ’22 and Heather Dana ’87 Ashley Hughes Welsh ’93, Ellie Welsh ’22, 
and Adam Welsh ’94

Martin Senger ’86 and Julia Senger ’22 Linda Cappabianca ’86, Joseph Agnello ’22, 
Carla Cappabianca Agnello ’78, 
Lisa Cappabianca ’79, and Maria 
Cappabianca ’83

Lyndsey Friello ’16, Lori Lombardo Friello ’89, 
Taylor Friello ’22, and Michael Friello ’18

Richard Szychowski ’92 and 
Alyssa Szychowski ’22

Nicole Seth Wojcik ’88 and Alexander 
Wojcik ’22

Karyn Sala ’96 and Alexa Sala ’22

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Program at 
Mercyhurst Prep provides Lakers with a worldview 
education that encourages an understanding and 
appreciation of other cultures, languages, and 
points of view. This philosophy of education leads to 
inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people 
who create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect.

CLASS OF 2022
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Julie Wisniewski Nicholson ’94, Isabella 
Nicholson ’22, and Kaitlyn Nicholson ’19

Rebecca Antalek Ferrick ’90, Anna Ferrick ’22, 
and Gabriella Ferrick ’20

Health and physical education teacher 
Richard Krafty and Madison Krafty ’22

Matthew Anderson ’94 and 
Mia Anderson ’22

Matt Bengel ’98, Eythan Bengel ’22, and 
Felice Myers Bengel ’97

Janet Kroto Weislogel ’88, Rowan Weislogel 
’22, and Eric Weislogel ’90

Jayne Seth ’22 and Sean Seth ’85 Conor Amendola ’22 and Alyson 
Amendola ’89

Susan Brooks Hosu ’96 and Agnes Hosu ’22

Stephanie Danowski Durkin ’94 and Tyler 
Durkin ’22

Ashlyn Jessup ’22 and Rachel Kovacs 
Jessup ’97

Lauren Stevenson ’22 and Bridget Behan 
Stevenson ’86

Jeremy Kunco ’18, Jessica Horan-Kunco ’89, 
and Adam Kunco ’22

Sarah Brugger ’22 and social studies teacher 
Nicole Brugger

ALUMNI

Natalie Kujan ’93 and Ashley Kujan ’22

Kris Risto ’95 and Aurora Risto ’22

2022 GRADUATES      ALUMNI& 2022 GRADUATES      ALUMNI& 
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3 MPS ALUMNI

40 UNDER 40
Individuals who are involved and invested in the Erie community, 

who show potential for great things, and who are taking the steps necessary 
to make sure those great things happen are just some of the qualities 
that these three MPS grads demonstrated to get into this year’s class.

Lydia Laythe ’12 earned her 
bachelor’s degree in social work 
from the University of Portland. 
She is a social worker for the U.S. 
Committee for Refugees & 
Immigrants, where she oversees 
program supervision and case 
management. As an Edinboro native, 
she serves as a Washington Township 
council person, a member of 
Erie County United, a co-organizer 
of French Creek Indivisible, and a 
coalition member of Erie’s Domestic 
Violence Action Alliance and Erie’s 
Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition.

LYDIA LAYTHE ’12

Sara Rish Kitchen ’02 is the 
director of Waiver Services and 
Quality Management at KaleidAScope, 
Inc., a local, private nonprofit with 
a mission to provide knowledge, 
advocacy, and support for 
individuals on the autism spectrum. 
Sara is a board-certified behavior 
analyst (BCBA), certified employment 
support professional (CESP), and 
licensed behavior specialist. She 
partners with employers in the 
local area to expand the reach of KAS’ 
employment support for adults with 
autism and other disabilities. She also 
facilitates a weekly virtual and in-
person social group for adults with 
autism. During the pandemic, this 
group actually grew as the virtual 
opportunities allowed people to 
participate beyond Erie, including 
participants from Harrisburg and 
New Jersey.

SARA RISH KITCHEN ’02

Jesse James Olszewski ’06 received 
the Emerging Artist Fellowship Award 
for Filmmaking from Erie Arts and 
Culture in 2017 and was named Best 
Filmmaker in the Erie Reader’s 2021 
Best of Erie Awards. He is a stagehand 
at Erie Events IATSE Local 113, where 
he works on traveling musicals, 
concerts, and live shows, assembling 
sets and setting up lighting and audio 
equipment. Jesse’s most recent short 
film, “Blinded,” was selected by nine 
film festivals, obtaining various awards 
and finalists along the way. He has also 
impressively just done lighting for a 
Lebron James interview for Nike. Jesse 
writes and directs, mostly his own 
projects. Interestingly, Jesse is 
currently producing a television 
episode for WQLN PBS NPR on a 
famous Erie legend. Stay tuned!

JESSE JAMES OLSZEWSKI ’06

CELEBRATED
IN ERIE’S

MPS CLASS OF 2022

 •  O N C E  A  L A K E R ,  A LWAY S  A  L A K E R !  • 

Catherine Abbate – Kent State University
Joseph Agnello – Liberty University
Rachel Ahrens – Loyola University Maryland
Andres Amat Rizo – Return to Spain
Conor Amendola – St. Bonaventure University
Mia Anderson – Loyola University Chicago
Zoe Angiolelli – Edinboro University
Samuel Applebee – Gannon University
Michael Barbato – Undecided
Sara Barrett – Rockhurst University
Trey Battle – Penn State Greater Allegheny
Eythan Bengel – University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
Luke Berrios – West Point
Aronde Bridgett – Thiel College
Brandon Brieger – Gannon University
Amanda Brown – Kent State University
Sarah Brugger – New York University
R. J. Bryant – University of Pittsburgh
Izaak Bryson – Gannon University
Brooke Butler – Duquesne University
Lamere Byrd – Duquesne University
Vy Cao – Penn State Altoona
Jamin Chen – Rochester Institute of Technology
Kelsey Cole – Mercyhurst University
Norah Dana – Penn State Behrend
Vincent DeBernardo – Penn State Behrend
Ethan Delanko – Penn State Behrend
Alessandra DiNicola – University of California, Los Angeles
Kayla Duma – Pennsylvania State University, 
 University Park
Tyler Durkin – Adrian College
Julia Eagley – Cosmetology School 
Anna Ferrick – Gannon University
Samantha Ferrick – Seton Hill University
Julia Ferritto - Undecided
Maria Finazzo – Grove City College
Taylor Friello – Gannon University
Joseph Fugagli – Allegheny College
Ryan Gates – Undecided
Gianna Giacomelli – Kent State University
Benjamin Greissinger – Penn State Behrend
Rebecka Habursky – Mercyhurst University
Gabriella Hoke – Mercyhurst University
Agnes-Lynn Hosu – Penn State Behrend
Shuxiang Hu – University of California, Irvine
Sophie Jageman – Charleston Southern University
Ashley Jarmolowicz – West Virginia University
Ashlyn Jessup – Gannon University
Yimin Jiang – Auburn University
Aaron Jung – New York University
Sebastian Justik – Penn State Behrend
Myeung Gyun Kim – George Mason University
Madison Krafty – Mercyhurst University
Benjamin Kucharski – Point Park University
Ashley Kujan – Slippery Rock University

Adam Kunco – Wayne State University
Khant Khant Kyaw – Mercyhurst University
Shawn Langer – Skilled Trades
Zijian Liu – University of California, Davis
Phuong Ha Luu – American University
Aidan Mack – Duquesne University
Robert Mailliard – Indiana University Bloomington
Sean Martin – Penn State Behrend
Erin Matlock – Pennsylvania State University, University Park
Gabriela McAllister – Gannon University
Maya Morrison – Duquesne University
Ainsley Moyer – Duquesne University
Jacob Neal – West Virginia University
Anthony Neff – Mercyhurst University
Michael Nelligan – Workforce
Isabella Nicholson – Rochester Institute of Technology
Jocelyn Ollinger – St. Lawrence University
Gabrielle Parker – Virginia Commonwealth University
Samuel Pepperman – Rochester Institute of Technology
Phuc Phan – Rochester Institute of Technology
Gabriella Piccirilli – Mercyhurst University
Lorenzo Poli – Return to Italy
Jordan Prescott – Coastal Carolina University
Anthony Reitz – Mercyhurst University
Jesse Rice – Penn State Behrend
Mason Rinn – Mercyhurst University
Aurora Risto – Mercyhurst University
Julia Roessner – Duquesne University
Riley Rounds – Mercyhurst University
Ethan Rupp – Penn State Behrend
Alexa Sala – Duquesne University
Koby Sanchack – Arizona State University
Lexi Sapper – Wake Forest University
Molly Sawdey – Duquesne University
Julia Senger – Cazenovia College
Jayne Seth – Allegheny College
Juan Simon Broca – Return to Mexico
Luca Spracklen – Mercyhurst University
Emily Stempka – Edinboro University 
Lauren Stevenson – Pennsylvania State University, 
 University Park
Sarah Sweet – Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania
Alyssa Szychowski – Mercyhurst University
Nora Teed – Duquesne University
Meranda Thomson – Mercyhurst University
Anna Tishchenko – Gannon University
Anna Tranum – Amherst College
Kaitlyn Troutman – Rochester Institute of Technology
Samuel Warshaw – Penn State Behrend
Rowan Weislogel – Rochester Institute of Technology
Ellie Welsh – American University
Alexander Wojcik – Syracuse University
Clive Wright IV – Rochester Institute of Technology
Yunying Zhang – University of Washington
Giovana Zonna – Duquesne University
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2022 The Mercyhurst Prep Golden Anniversary Luncheon was held 
on August 5, 2022, at Lake Shore Country Club.

Class of 1952 
Barbara Cruise Weaver, Edith Alo Coccarelli, Sally 
Schnatter Schuster, Sr. Mary Felice Duska, RSM, '52 

Class of 1958
Diane Davis Haller, Jeannie Jackson 
McGinley, Jean Akre Krym

Class of 1969 
Mary Ellen Dahlkemper and Gretchen 
Pfadt Beck

Sr. Mary Felice Duska, RSM, ’52 and Sr. 
Mary Ann Bader, RSM, Honorary 2013

Alumni relations coordinator, Andrea 
Dworakowski Wallis ’02

Elizabeth “Betsy” Trocki ’72

Marilyn Heibel ’57, Nancy Robison 
Schaaf ’67, Barbara Heibel Nason ’61

Paula Dworakowski, Honorary 2022, and 
Marilyn Heibel ’57

Mercyhurst Prep president, Joe Haas

Golden Anniversary
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

G           rowing up in Erie, Pennsylvania, Chef Evan 
Mathew’s eclectic curiosity about food and flavor was 
highly influenced by his Irish mother and his father who 
immigrated from India. The seeds that garnered his love 
of cooking were planted early in his childhood working 
alongside his parents and siblings in the kitchen, visiting 
the marketplace, 
and especially 
learning the tech-
niques and impor-
tance of planting 
and maintaining 
their sustainable 
garden. Over the 
years, he traveled 
extensively with 
them through 
India, learning 
about the food, 
culture, and the 

versatility of spices and their impact on simple dishes, and 
later tasting and eating his way through England, Canada, 
the Caribbean, and Mexico.

After graduating from Mercyhurst Prep in 2003, he 
went on to graduate with honors from Johnson & 
Wales University with a bachelor’s degree in food service 
management and a minor in culinary arts and event 
management. He worked his way through the kitchen, 
beginning at age 15 as a dishwasher at the Aviation 
Country Club in Erie and going on to find his niche in the 
exciting and rapidly growing culinary world of Rhode 
Island. He cultivated both his cooking and management 
skills at Atomic Catering in Providence, managed the Meals 
on Wheels of Rhode Island program, and started as sous 
chef at the Providence and Chestnut Hill Capital Grille and 
culminated his career there as executive chef partner and 
a trainer for other CG restaurants opening up across the 
United States. Evan’s talents were often recognized by the 
community throughout his career earning him several 

awards and honors: he prepared the 
menu and organized the DNC event 
for the 2006 visit of President Clinton 
and his wife, Hillary, and received the 
2010 Rhode Island Hospitality Asso-
ciation’s “Caterer of the Year” award 
and First Place in Johnson and Wales 
Culinary Museum’s 2013 “Top Dog” 
Culinary Competition that benefited 
the Providence Animal Rescue League.

Chef Evan was able to realize his 
dream of owning his own restaurant 
when, after a conversation with good 
friends, an older, vacant restaurant in 
the perfect location became available. 
With two partners and a confluence 
of talent and support, RES American 
Bistro in Providence opened their 
doors in March of 2021. Their vision for 
this unique restaurant was to create a 

place to celebrate life’s special moments by offering the best food, 
service, and ambiance in Providence. Their strategy includes using local 
and seasonal ingredients paired with select wines and other libations. 
RES American Bistro’s menu is reflective of Chef Evan’s cooking experiences, 
home and abroad, and is representative of his values of serving food with 
integrity that is locally sourced. Except the bread. The incredible baguette 
is shipped directly from Paris.

Mathew’s Family: Evan ’03, Liam ’02, Katie 
’00, Pat ’98, Shane ’97, and their parents. 

Beets and Gin

Duck Confit

Fig and Scallop Raviolli

West Passage Oysters
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Stephanie Kooser Travers ’01 has 
always enjoyed making things. “Both 
of my parents were very creative 
and artistically inclined in their own 
ways, which was really great for me 
to watch and be a part of as a kid.”  It 
didn’t really hit her until she started 
taking classes with Mrs. Mauthe 
at MPS how much she truly cared 
about making and learning about art. 
Stephanie said, “Mrs. Mauthe not only 
gave me an awareness of different 
mediums and techniques but more 
importantly showed me that making 
art could be something that was 
more than just a hobby.”  

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

After attending the PA Governor’s 
School for the Arts as a painting major 
when she was a junior in high school, 
Stephanie could not envision any 
other path for herself. She eventually 
went on to complete her BFA at the 
Cleveland Institute of Art, majoring in 
textiles and visual culture. It has led 
her in all sorts of exciting directions, 
and she is eternally grateful to all the 
wonderful, creative people, especially 
Mrs. Mauthe, who have shaped her 
love of the arts.

Stephanie says, “Some of my favorite 
memories from MPS are being with 
friends, getting ready for dances, and 
driving my mom crazy being in her 
homeroom for Student Government. 
We may or may not have ‘borrowed’ 
some passes from her office to get 
out of class because my handwriting 
is strikingly similar to my mother’s.”

Stephanie has said that giving advice 
about being an artist is tricky because 
she really thinks that just about anyone 
can make and enjoy art. It took a while 
for her to feel comfortable with the 
fact that being an artist is an ongoing 
process. She says, “There are moments 
in life where you will have the time and 
resources to explore and make all of 
the ideas that pop into your head, and 
then there may be weeks or even years 
where your art will be shifted to the back 
burner. What is comforting to me is that 
every time I have needed to slow down, 
I have come back to making art with an 
overflow of ideas and renewed stamina, 
so I think maybe an occasional pause 
can be a positive for the overall process.”

She has been making and selling art 
sporadically for a number of years, 
but she has finally decided to create a 
more formal platform for this process 
to take place with the creation of Long 
Dog Design Co., which she launched 
this summer. She is hoping this space 
will become the hub of her creative 
endeavors and that it will also serve as a 
connection for future commissions large 
and small. Currently, she is focusing on 
semi-large-scale paintings and murals. 
She is in the process of creating a 
series of interior murals at Grandview 
Elementary through a Highmark 
Foundation Grant, but she will also be 

offering smaller-scale options such as 
chalk art for businesses and events and 
domestic textiles, like table linens and 
decorative fabrics. 

Recently, she has worked with Dr. 
Natalia Pilato, department chair of 
Art and Education at Old Dominion 
University in Norfolk, VA, throughout 
the spring and summer to meet with 
members of the Erie community to 
create a meaningful representation 
of the many current residents of the 
Little Italy neighborhood. Dr. Pilato 
created the design, and over the course 
of four weeks, Stephanie learned the 
Philadelphia Mural Arts process as part 
of an assistantship to create this type of 
mural using images that were traced on 
Pellon fabric. More than one hundred 
members of the Erie community then 
painted over the images in numerous 
paint-by-number style sessions. 
Following these open painting sessions, 
Natalia and Stephanie spent about a 

week touching up the 
images and adding 
more intricate details. 
They then spent five 
days installing each of 
the 33 individual panels 
like wallpaper using 
industrial-grade glue 
to piece the final image 
together. The mural at 
Odessa’s Place can be 
found on West 18th 
street between Cherry 
and Poplar.  

Travers Family: Jim, Will, Rhys, Stephanie, 
and Jack

Kaitlyn Kooser ’09, Amy Kooser Tellers ’04, 
and Stephanie Kooser Travers ’01 with 
their parents Debbie and Jim Kooser

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Cynthia Crotty ’72 reminisces, “I 
always knew since I was three years 
old that I loved music, and I wanted 
desperately to play the piano when 
I would listen to my grandmother 
play her Hammond organ.” During 
her youth, lessons weren’t offered at 
the Villa Maria Academy to children 
until they were in the second grade, 
at which point Cynthia’s own musical 
journey began. Because she did not 
have a piano to practice on at home, 
Cynthia worked every day after high 
school to eventually save enough 
money, $300, to buy an upright piano. 
She then was finally able to take 
lessons again at Mercyhurst Prep when 
she became a Laker. 

As a member of the class of 1972,
Cynthia recalls that there were so 
many things that she loved about 
her years at Mercyhurst: “Having the 
unique privilege of being taught by 
the Sisters of Mercy was definitely 
one of my fondest memories.” Cynthia 
studied piano at Mercyhurst Prep 
during her junior and senior years. 
Her love for music also sparked her 
interest in being part of the Glee 
Club as well as being a part of the 
school musical Oklahoma. She adds, 
“Another heartfelt memory of being at 
Mercyhurst Prep was growing up with 
such an amazing group of girls with 
whom I became so close during those 
four years; many of them became my 
friends for life.”

After graduating from MPS, she
studied piano at the Chautauqua 
Institute in New York and continued 
her studies at the University of 
Arizona and the Cleveland Institute 
of Music where she was awarded 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
piano performance. Cynthia also 
taught piano in the music department 
at Mercyhurst College under Sister 
Helen Jean. “Through the years,” 
she says, “I also had the privilege of 
studying the Suzuki Piano Method 
under the founder, Haruko Kataoka 
of Matsumoto, Japan, which enabled 
me to teach students as young as 
age three.” Since Cynthia was unable 
to take lessons herself until at least 
second grade, this was something she 
was very proud of.  

Cynthia shares that eventually she
“became the proud owner of a nine-
foot Steinway concert grand, which 
took me almost 20 years to pay for, but 
has remained my dearest friend and 

was worth every penny.” Cynthia offers 
private instruction in her studio, Piano 
by the Falls, in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
Cynthia’s students have performed 
at Carnegie Hall in New York as 
young as age five and in Winners 
Recitals at the United Nations; the 
Mozarteum Hall in Salzburg, Austria; 
the Kennedy Center in Washington, 
D.C.; the Royal Albert Hall in London, 
England; the Amphitheatre Cite de 
la Musique-Philharmonie de Paris in 
Paris, France; the Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam, Netherlands; and at the 
Russian Crown Piano Competition 

in Sochi Adler, Russia, by invitation 
only. Her students have competed in 
the American Protégé Competition, 
Buckeye Piano Competition, Baldwin 
Piano Competition, World Piano 
Competition, Golden Classical Music 
Awards, and International Chinese 
Piano Competition in Washington, 
D.C., and have performed with the 
Chagrin Light Orchestra as young 
as age eight, with many students 
earning top honors and gold medals. 
Several have received the Presidential 
Cup at the National Federation of 
Music Clubs Festival in recognition 
of 15 years of accomplishment. 
Cynthia and her protégé recently 
performed a Mozart piano concerto 
together at the Royal Concertgebouw 
Concert Hall in the Netherlands this 
past August.  

Cynthia summarizes the importance 
of music in her life with these words: 
“Music was the only thing that ever 
struck my inner string and has been 
there for me through all the difficult 
as well as the happiest moments 
of my life.” And she adds, “As 
Rachmaninoff said, ‘Music is enough 
for a lifetime, but a lifetime is not 
enough for 
music.’” Cynthia 
is currently 
working on 
completing her 
Artist Diploma at 
Cleveland State 
University.



 
 

Sr. Mary Felice 
Duska, RSM, ’52 
is celebrating 70 
years as a Sister 
of Mercy. As a 
native of Holy 
Family parish  
in Erie, she  
graduated from 
Mercyhurst  
Seminary and 

went on to receive her bachelor’s  
degree in music education from 
Mercyhurst University and then her 
master’s from Duquesne University  
in Pittsburgh.
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2000S

CLASS NOTES
Q: Tell us about yourself.
A: I was born and raised in Erie, PA. I have been married 
to my wife, Becky, for twenty-three years. We have a nine-
year-old Labrador Retriever named Daisy. I recently retired 
from Erie Fire as Chief Fire Inspector after twenty-five years 
of service. I try to stay as physically fit as I can. I really enjoy 
the outdoors, and I love mountain biking.

DARREN HART '89QA&

Q: What are some of your favorite memories from 
your years at MPS?
A: One of my favorite memories was playing ball hockey 
games in the gym before school would start with some of 
my friends. We had a lot of great times doing that! I also 
enjoyed weight lifting class. That class got me headed in 
the right direction to keep physically fit.

Q: You’ve worked in and around Erie all of your 
career. What has made you stay in the Erie area 
this whole time?
A: I stayed in Erie for a lot of reasons; my family was here, 
my job at the fire department was here, and firefighter jobs 
are hard to get, so I really couldn’t leave the Erie area. And 
honestly, Erie is home, and I love living here—at least nine 
months out of the year anyway (because of the snow)! 

 Q: What compelled you 
to become a firefighter?
A: Firefighting has been in 
my family for over 80 years. 
I followed my uncle and 
cousin in the department. 
I also started my post-
college career as a news 
videographer at WJET TV.  
I was just so impressed with 
the amazing, life-saving 
work that I witnessed Erie 

firefighters do while I was filming, and I knew that that is 
what I needed to be a part of. I studied very hard for the 
civil service test and luckily scored well enough to be hired. 
That was the best decision that I have ever made. 

Q: Now that you have retired, what is next on 
your plate?
A: For now, in retirement, I just plan to take some time 
to decompress from a stressful job. Years of seeing and 
hearing horrible things start to weigh on you, and you 
just need to do nothing to hopefully put some of the 
bad things to rest. I will see if I want to get back into the 
working world, but for now, I will spend time with my wife, 
walk my dog, and just let my mind and body heal a bit. 

Q: If you could 
offer one piece 
of advice for the 
future generation 
at MPS, what would 
it be?
A: As far as 
advice to MPS 
students and 
alumni would go, 
Mercyhurst Prep 
makes you a 
well-rounded 
person, both 
spiritually and 
through your 
education. This is 
something that the 
world desperately 
needs right now. 
Embrace that and 
take it into your 
college and work careers. Be kind to people and give 
people the benefit of the doubt. Life can change in an 
instant; I have seen it hundreds of times, so just be a good 
person, hold yourself to a high standard, and go out and 
do good work. 

1950S

Margaret Gillies Craig ’67 Retired, 
USAFR, Registered Nurse

1960S

Jessica A. Horan-Kunco ’89 was 
recently named Erie County 
government’s planning director.

1980S

MPS athletic director Dan Perfetto ’92 
recently took the position of president-
elect of the District 10 Athletic 
Directors Association for the 
2022–2023 school year.

1990S

The Class of 1995 recently got together 
to share stories of their MPS days. 
Pictured here are Leslie Kurtzhals 
Paradisi, Jenny Colicchio Scharrer, 
Hally Pierce Peterson, Shiela Martin 
Pierce '59, Shawn Snyder, Mindy 
Baginski, Molly Shea Robbin, and 
Katie Hartwig.

Emily Reiser ’95 was recently named 
administrator at East Forsyth High 
School, Forsyth County Schools, in 
Gainesville, GA.

Courtney Moore ’99 gave birth to a 
son, Noah John, July 2022. 

Noah John Moore

Jennifer Allen ’00 recently moved 
back to Erie after relocating to Oregon 
15 plus years ago with her husband, 
John Streeter, and their 11-year-old 
daughter, Abigail. Jennifer works at 
WQLN PBS NPR in their Education 
Outreach department.

with
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Kevin McCarthy '01 along with his 
wife, Kelley, created McCarthy Arts 
back in 2020 when they both lost their 
jobs due to the pandemic. They de-
cided to turn lemons into lemonade, 
taking their talents and turning them 
into a business. Since that time they 
have sold over 400 pieces!

Tom Reisenweber 
'02, a sports writer 
for the Erie Times-
News, recently won 
two awards. The 
first is the Best of 
Gannett award for 
a story on an Erie 

SeaWolves outfielder who has a stutter 
and how he embraces the challenge 
to inspire young athletes who also 
have a stutter. The Best of Gannett 
awards span nationally across all 
Gannett-owned newspapers. The 
other award is the George Heaslip 
Award, which is presented annually 
by the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference to a member of the media 
that covers the PSAC. Edinboro, Gan-
non, and Mercyhurst are members of 
the PSAC. Tom was also a finalist for 
a Golden Quill Award, which is 
presented by the Press Club of 
Western Pennsylvania. He was a 
finalist for a story covering the local 
efforts to save the Erie SeaWolves 
from contraction.

Drew Harris ’02 and his wife, Valerie, 
welcomed their second child, Jack, in 
August 2022. Drew recently started 
his own coaching business focusing 
on students, young professionals, 
and people changing careers to 
transitioning to the workforce.

Lainey and Jack Harris

Andrea Dworakowski Wallis ’02 
has taken on the role of alumni 
relations coordinator at Mercyhurst 
Prep. She is excited to keep the 
graduates connected and engaged 
with the school she holds near and 
dear to her heart.

Anthony “Tony” Bruno ’02 is 
working as the corporate operational 
support manager for Interim Health-
Care and Hospice. He supports 52 
offices in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West 
Virginia, Indiana, and Kentucky.

Kevin Bennett, Michael Bennett, Kyarra 
Bruno, and Anthony Bruno ’02 after Kevin 
and Anthony exchanged vows on April 30, 
2022, at the Erie Art Museum

Mary Ellen 
Ermis ’02 and 
her husband, 
Reis, welcomed 
their second 
child, Katia Leisl 
Irena Ermis, 
on Septem-
ber 25, 2022. 
Katia joins little 
brother Chris-
tian, making 
them a family 
of four.

Tracey Lucas 
Conway ’06 
and her 
husband, Craig, 
welcomed their 
firstborn child, 
daughter Sloan 
Violet Conway, 
on May 9, 2022. 
The family lives 
in Arvada, CO, 

and everyone is adjusting just well to 
the new family member.

Kaitlyn Kaiser Corey ’08 and her 
husband, Jack, welcomed a baby girl, 
Payton Ann, on August 13, 2022. She 
decided to join the family 3 weeks 
early, just in time to watch her daddy 
coach high school football.

Morgan Hornyak 
Gilmore ’10 and her 
husband, Nate, are 
the owners of Steel 
Toe Farms in Franklin 
Township. During 
the start of the 
pandemic, they 

recognized the local food chain was 
very unstable, which prompted Nate 
and his brother to learn the art of 
butchering. Their family raises chicken, 
turkey, and pork on their farm. While 
also raising their daughter, Penelope, 
they are learning the real roots of how 
important agriculture is. They have 
built their own butcher shop. They 
want to share with the community how 
important local food supply security 
is and how we as a community can do 
our part. 

2010S

2020S
Samantha Allshouse Dinardo ’10 and 
her husband, Derek, welcomed their 
first child, a daughter, Fiadh “Fia” Raven, 
in July 2022. Samantha is the daughter 
of Paula Allshouse, math department 
chair at MPS.

Conrad 
Kubaney ’10 
is an American 
open water 
swimmer and 
research nurse 
coordinator at 
Duke University. 
He has swum 
across Lake 
Erie and most 
recently has 

swum across Lake Tahoe.

Courtney Nientimp ’13 recently 
moved back to Erie and has taken 
the position as regional manager at 
Make-A-Wish Greater Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia.

Katie Conti ’14 recently finished her 
master of science in global media and 
communication at the London School 
of Economics and Political Science in 
London, United Kingdom. 

Curtis Jones III ’14 together with 
his wife, Amanda, celebrated their 
marriage on August 20, 2022, at the 
Erie Playhouse.

Nicholas Praetzel ’15 and wife Sarah 
were married at Our Lady of the Lake 
in Edinboro on June 10, 2022.

Michael Geary ’16 has been welcomed 
into St. Mark Seminary where he has 
begun his discernment journey. He is 
pictured here with his parents, Patrick 
and Elizabeth Geary.

Nathan “Nick” Ganger ’18 graduated 
from the University of Mount Union 
magna cum laude (double major, math-
ematics and computer science) and 
received the alumni computer science 
prize for outstanding student. He also 
earned Academic All-Ohio Athletic Con-
ference honors in soccer. Fully funded, 
Nick is pursuing a PhD in computer 
science at the University of Rochester.

Reagan Kennedy 
’18 recently 
graduated from 
the University of 
Arizona where she 
earned her bach-
elor of fine arts 
degree. Reagan is 

a performing arts triple threat: singer, 
dancer, and actor. She has been cast in 
the touring production of Legally Blonde 
the Musical, which will be coming to Erie 
in December.

Elizabeth Kuhn ’19 has continued on 
with her success in rowing at Duquesne 
University. She is currently in her third 
year of rowing for them and most recently 
became one of their team captains.

Sarah Keating ’20 achieved a spot as 
a paid intern with Vanguard Financial 
in Philadelphia, PA, for the summer of 
2023.
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2022   Green, 
White & Brews

&Green
WhiteBrews

This year MPS celebrated a number of milestone reunions. The class of 1972 celebrated their 50-year reunion, the class 
of 1982 celebrated their 40-year, and the class of 2002 celebrated their 20-year. Other classes simply enjoyed getting 
together. If you are a class advisor or a point of contact for your class and would like some assistance in planning your 
reunion, please contact Andrea Wallis, our alumni relations coordinator, at awallis@mpslakers.com. Some of the 
classes have enjoyed a tour of the school, and Andrea can help set you up with that. 

REUNIONSMPS

Class of 1972

Class of 1982

Class of 2002

Class of 1995

Class of 1987
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The Mercyhurst Prep community of 
alumni, students, faculty, staff, and 
parents extends sympathy at the 
loss of the following members of our 
extended family:

Alumni:
Danny Stanton ’83 
Kurt Gerhard ’99
Victoria E. Marcello ’99 

Father of: 
John Pakiela ’90 
Deborah DeWitt Wollman ’85, 
 Scott DeWitt ’89, and Dawn DeWitt
 Milbourne ’91 
Jennifer Laird Claridge ’83 and
 Kathy Laird Leonardi ’89 
Ashley Cyparski ’20
Johnny Dombrowski ’12 and 
 Maria Dombrowski ’15
 
Mother of:
Jessica Chaplain ’09
Carly Bitters ’12
Mary Grace Ciotoli Shannon ’69
Bridgid Wilcox ’84
 
Brother of:
Lorrie Barr Csordas ’89 
 
Other:
Sister of former teacher 
 Judy Johns 
Mother of Paula Dworakowski
Husband of Maryanne 
 Mager-Dombrowski
Husband of Bernadette Kowalski  
   DeWitt ’55
 
 
CORRECTION: We apologize for the 
error in Daniel B. Gray’s name in our 
last edition. Daniel, a member of the 
class of 2015, passed away in January 
of this year.

PLEASE NOTE: NOTICES AS OF 
AUGUST 31, 2022   

In Memory

MPS HOMECOMING TAILGATE AT THE ROOST ON
MERCYHURST UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

October 7, 2022
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Visit mpslakers.com and click on the calendar 
tab for dates and times of all our MPS events!

APRIL 22, 2023
Laker Legends Scholarship Gala

MPS LAKER LEGENDS

A NIGHT ON BAGGOT STREET

SCHOLARSHIP GALA

JUNE 26, 2023
Green & White Golf Classic

WHITE
CLASSIC

GREEN
2nd Annual

&

4th Annual

SEPTEMBER 23, 2023
Green, White & Brews
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION! 
Mail this form to Mercyhurst Prep Alumni Relations, 538 East Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA 16504 or submit your update 
online at www.mpslakers.com/keep-in-touch.

Name: (first)      (maiden)     (last)

Spouse Name        Year of graduation from Mercyhurst Prep

Address

City      State      Zip

Home Phone          Cell Phone             Work Phone

Email

Exciting news and updates for the next issue of MPScapades:

Check us out at mpslakers.com


