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What is the McAuley 
Scholars Program?
• Academically talented eighth grade students from private middle schools can 

experience an exceptional opportunity to become a Laker a year early as a McAuley 
Scholar at Mercyhurst Prep.

• The McAuley Scholars Program is a flexible plan for talented students who have 
completed seventh grade and want to maximize their academic potential. The program 
offered at Mercyhurst Prep helps fulfill the academic needs of upper-level students 
from local grade schools and sets a course on the competitive path to college 
placement.

• For more than a decade, the McAuley Scholars program has consistently attracted 
motivated, mature, and disciplined students. Scholars have the option of selecting one 
or two MPS high school honors level courses including Algebra I Honors or Pre-IB and 
Foundations of Scientific Inquiry (FSI) Honors/Pre-IB. If the McAuley Scholar enrolls at 
Mercyhurst Preparatory School his or her freshman year, credits earned in the program 
will become part of his Mercyhurst Preparatory School transcript.

• McAuley Scholars generally attend Mercyhurst Prep from 8:20 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. on 
alternating days. However, many students opt to challenge themselves with two courses 
and attend MPS daily from 8:20 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

• These academically talented students are fully immersed in the Mercyhurst Prep 
curriculum. Completion of the McAuley Scholars Program sets a Laker on course to 
jump-start the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program and/or begin earning 
college credits through Mercyhurst University as a high school junior or senior.



McAuley Scholars are recommended for the 
program at Mercyhurst Prep by their grade school 
principals based on the following criteria:

• Score at the 85th percentile or higher on their 
standardized test scores in math and/or reading.

• Have a mature approach to their studies and take 
responsibility for their schoolwork.

• Are developed enough socially to interact with 
other 8th and 9th grade students in courses taken 
at Mercyhurst Prep.



What courses are 
offered to a 
McAuley Scholar?

• Algebra I Honors

• Algebra I Pre-IB (International Baccalaureate)

• Foundations of Scientific Inquiry Honors/Pre-IB 
(must take a math class in order to take science)



What is the cost 
of the McAuley 
Scholars Program?

• $100 per course per school year

• $75 technology fee

• $75 iPad insurance
• Total cost:   One Course, $250.00 

Two Courses, $350.00



What is the 
schedule of a 
McAuley Scholar?

• Courses meet 1st period every other day.

• 1st period courses meet 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

• Students should arrive at MPS by 8:15 a.m. for 
homeroom in the dream lab at 8:20 a.m.

• If a student chooses to take two courses at MPS, 
they will attend classes daily.



Transportation for 
a McAuley Scholar

• Parents will bring students to MPS by 8:15 a.m. 
and pick them up at 10:00 a.m. Some parents 
arrange carpools.  

• Some school districts will allow McAuley students 
to avail themselves of morning bus transportation.  
Please contact your school district to learn its 
policy.



What does a 
McAuley Scholar 
wear to class?

• Students wear their grade school clothing, 
whether a uniform or special outfit for a special 
event day at the grade school.

• Homeschoolers are asked to wear dress 
pants/skirts rather than jeans, sweats, or 
sneakers. A homeschooled student who plans to 
attend MPS for high school may purchase a 
uniform to wear.



If you have received a letter of Congratulations 
from Mr. Rinke, principal of Mercyhurst Prep, 
then you have met our criteria and are now 
in consideration to be a McAuley Scholar.

Ø Complete a McAuley Scholar Application and return it to Mercyhurst Prep 
by April 20th either by mail or by email to Marcia DiTullio at 
mditullio@mpslakers.com.

Ø Once we receive your completed application, we will send you a math test 
for placement.  We will give you instructions for the timed math test and ask 
that you return it to us in a provided envelope.

Ø Once we receive the test results our admissions team will make the final 
decision of acceptance into the McAuley Scholars Program, and you will 
receive a letter in the mail.

What should you do next?



The Mercy Charism Core Values

Compassionate Presence
Justice
Service

Hospitality
Concern for the Dignity of All Persons

The McAuley Scholars Program 
is named for Catherine McAuley 

who founded the Sisters of 
Mercy and opened the House of 

Mercy in Ireland in 1831.  
The Sisters of Mercy have 

developed Mercyhurst Prep 
over the years to be a school 

that teaches the values taught 
by the Catholic Church, with a 

special emphasis on the charism 
of the Sisters of Mercy.


