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I am sure you know by now that President Ed Curtin has accepted a new  
position in the Mercy Education System and has traveled to Florida to 
found a secondary school.  While we all miss him, we are proud that his 
competence, accomplishments, and spirit of adventure were recognized, 
and we wish him well.  He made major contributions to Mercyhurst  
Preparatory School during his 31 years as a teacher, theology department 
chair, athletic director, assistant principal, and president and we know he 
will carry that enthusiasm and energy with him to his new school.  

August brings the excitement of a new school year and the dreams of what  
lies ahead.  Faculty members are looking forward to welcoming students  
back to in-person education.  I suspect students are anxiously awaiting the 
opportunity to see their classmates, checking their new schedules, and  
choosing activities to round out the 2021 school experience. At this time,  

we are concerned for the well-being of everyone in the face of the growing threat of the COVID  
variant, and so the school administrators have developed a plan for managing the year in the safest 
way possible.

After consultation with government officials, the Erie Catholic Diocese, our friends in other schools in 
Erie, and those in the Mercy Education System, the administrators have prepared the attached plan to 
ensure a safe start of the school year.  Again, this year, as last year, we will remain nimble and adjust 
to the changes as they arise from the pandemic.  We have wonderfully competent administrators, 
staff, and faculty who stand ready to adapt to whatever is necessary.  Hopefully, those changes will be 
positive and bring us out of this present situation.  

Please read the attached plan carefully and join us in helping your student to remain healthy and  
actively engaged in the educational process as well as a participant in helping to eliminate the threat 
of the COVID virus.

Sr. JoAnne Courneen, RSM
Interim MPS President
Immediate Past Chair MPS Board of Trustees

Mercyhurst Preparatory School is a sponsored ministry of the Institute of 
the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas and is a member of Mercy Education.



Assessing a student’s health at home, before  
coming to school, is beneficial in creating a 
healthier school environment. Covid-19  
symptoms should be monitored daily. The 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) lists COVID-19 
symptoms as:

DAILY HEALTH
ASSESSMENT

• New lack of smell or taste

• Fever over 99.9 F

• Cough

• Shortness of breath

• Difficulty breathing 

• Sore throat

• Runny nose/congestion

• Chills

• Muscle pain

• Nausea or vomiting

• Headache

• Diarrhea

If COVID-19 is suspected, please do not come 
to school and contact your primary care  
physician for guidance. 

Before 8:15 a.m. each day, parents must  
report a student’s absence due to illness. 

To report an absence, please contact the MPS 
attendance office by phone at 814.824.2210 
or by email at attendance@mpslakers.com.  

Students riding a bus to and from school 
and/or MPS activities must wear a mask as 
mandated by the CDC.

A school nurse will be onsite every day in the 
event a staff member or student would show 
COVID-19 symptoms while on campus.

If a positive case of COVID-19 is identified, 
contact tracing will begin in accordance 
with the CDC and Erie County Department 
of Health. MPS will report any new cases of 
COVID-19 to the Erie County Department 
of Health and those recognized by the CDC 
protocol as close contacts will be notified. 

CONTACT TRACING AND 
QUARANTINE PROTOCOL

HEALTH AND SAFETY
AS A PRIORITY

While vaccinations will not be required to return 
to school at this point, per the CDC, we strongly 
encourage our staff and students to vaccinate 
against COVID-19. We do ask that staff and  
parents/guardians of students who are vaccinated 
take a picture or scan a copy of the vaccination  
card and email it to our school nurse at  
nurse@mpslakers.com before the first day  
of school. 

Students may enter the building as early as  
7:30 a.m. and may either wait in designated  
hallways or the cafeteria to enter their homeroom 
at 8:10 a.m. However, we encourage students to 
arrive and depart as close to the start and  
conclusion of the school day as possible. 

All students, staff, and visitors of MPS will be  
required to wear a face mask anytime while  
inside the building. This protocol can change  
at any time based on the levels of community  
transmission in Erie County. 

Masks will not be required outside of the school 
building, except as mandated on school buses. 

Hand sanitizers remain in place throughout  
the building. 



COMMUNICATION
During this challenging time, the safety of 
our staff and students is our priority. The 
MPS administration will continue to work 
closely with the Erie County Department 
of Health and the CDC to make certain our 
health and safety plan ensures a quality 
learning environment for our students,  
faculty, and staff. This plan is fluid and, if 
changes are made, communication to our 
families will be immediate. 

CREATING A 
QUALITY LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT

All students will return to the 2021-22  
academic year in face-to-face instruction 
mode, which means all students are expected 
to be physically present in school every day 
unless ill or otherwise excused through  
normal procedures. Teachers will post their 
class materials on Schoology so that students 
who are ill and miss a day of school will be 
able to access missed work. 

If a student is absent because of a medical 
reason for more than three days, a doctor’s 
excuse is required upon returning to school. 
Please refer to the MPS handbook for illness 
and absence policies and procedures.

All classrooms are equipped with Trio-1000 
PCO air purifiers with UVC lights and filters. 
The ventilation units bring in fresh air from 
outside year-round.

Distance between students in classrooms will 
return to normal, which means spacing will 
be approximately three feet apart, consistent 
with CDC guidelines.

The lunch period will take place in the  
cafeteria. AVI, our new food service provider, 
will offer a variety of food and beverage  
choices for breakfast and lunch. Breakfast  
will be available for purchase between 7:45 
and 8:15 a.m. The physical distancing of at 
least three feet will be maintained during 
lunch period and masks may be removed 
while eating. 

Water drinking stations will not be  
operational and students are encouraged  
to bring water bottles for hydration  
throughout the day. Water bottle filling  
stations are located throughout the building 
for refilling water bottles.

Student lockers are available upon request.

Our MPS cleaning staff will continue to clean 
and sanitize desks and common areas each 
day after school.

If you have questions regarding the MPS health 
and safety plan, please contact Principal Tom 
Rinke at 814.824.2474 or by email at  
trinke@mpslakers.com. 

TRAVEL
Please be sure to understand and follow all  
guidelines for travel and public transportation.  
To maximize protection and prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 to others, also wear a mask indoors in 
public areas while traveling.
 
International travel poses additional risks, and 
even fully vaccinated travelers may be at increased 
risk for contracting and possibly spreading some 
COVID-19 variants.
 
Students who have traveled internationally are  
required to have a negative COVID-19 test result 
no more than three (3) days before boarding a 
flight and traveling to the United States.
 
After international travel, students are to  
quarantine for seven (7) days. The student is to 
obtain viral testing on day five (5) after travel  
and remain in quarantine until day seven (7).  
Quarantine and testing are required after interna-
tional travel regardless of vaccination status.
 
The documented negative COVID-19 test result is 
required in order to return to school. If the test is 
positive, the student must isolate for ten (10) days, 
regardless of symptoms, to prevent further spread. 

COMMUNICATION


